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Thi s epi sode begins wth the sun rising and a car (buggy) in
sil houette driving along a road with the backdrop of a city.
A couple of kids run by the foreground, carrying kites. The
kites pass by the canera and are used as a transition to

i nside the car.

Inside the car, there is a young girl - Sally Dunn, |ooking
bored. Her eyes face to outside the wi ndow, and she |lets out
a sigh, before |ooking forward agai n.

SALLY
(whi ni ng)
Are we there yet?

The canera cuts to Robert, her father, in the back seat. H's
arm |l azingly hangs out the wi ndow, and he | ooks to the world
out si de.

ROBERT
No Sally.

SALLY (O.S.)
Mon?

The canera pans back, show ng her nother, Autumm, boredly
readi ng a book.

AUTUWN
No, not yet.

The canera cuts back to Sally. Her brother, Max Dunn - an

ol der boy about the age of 12 is in the seat next to Sally on
the passenger's side. He is trying to read a com c book,

conpl etely frustrat ed.

SALLY
(Loud groan) How about now? Are we
t here yet?

Max stops reading his com c book and he | ooks to Sally.

MAX
(matter-of -factly)
Sally, YOU RE the one driving.

Cut to a wide shot of the entire vehicle. The kids are in the
front seat, and Sally is the one driving. The adults are in
the back seat. Sally gives a surprised expression.

SALLY
Oh yeah. . ..



Beat .

SALLY
Does that nmean we're there yet?

Sally turns towards Max, smling hopefully. Max returns her a
grunmpy | ook, and then his eyes roamtowards the street. He
doesn't change his expressi on when he speaks.

MAX
Crosswal k Sal ly.

Sally's head darts towards the road, her ponytail whipping
Max in the face. Sally rams on the breaks, |ooking panicked.
Cut to an exterior shot of the car - a vehicle nore
rem ni scent of a beetle than an actual car. It cones to a
stop at a hopscotch court running across the road. Children
skip across the court, while a child wearing a crossing guard
uni form holds up a stop sign with the word "NO'" witten on
it. She |l ooks at the car angrily.

CROSSI NG GUARD
(shouti ng)
My parents could drive better than
you!

Sally sticks out her tongue and bl ows a raspberry at the
Crossi ng Guard.

MAX
Just an average day in Sunmerway.

Pl ay theme song.

Cut to Sally driving past the Sumrerway Town Hall. The mayor
Talula is standing outside, addressing a | arge crowd of kids.
Mel i ssa, her assistant is cowering behind her. Many of the
children are junping up and down. Many of them are show ng
ot her displays of displeasure. Kids dressed as boy or girl
scouts are also there, attenpting to keep the peace.

ROBERT
It |ooks like the mayor's busy. |
wonder what Ms. Talula on her hands.

AUTUWN
Who really cares? Politics is kids
busi ness.

Cut to outside. The kids are angrily junping up and down.
Sonme of themare throwi ng tantruns, or doing other things to



showcase their displeasure.

MELI SSA
Pl ease |listen to your nayor, everyone.

TALULA
|"msorry, but if you do sonething
wong, imaginary friends CANNOT go to
time out in your place.

CROND KI D #1
But what if they actually did it?

Tal ul a facepl ans.

Cut to the Dunn car interior.

SALLY

Hmm ... do we take a right here?
MAX

Sally, you know where our house is.
SALLY

So it's a left turn then?
MAX

Ri ght, Sally.
SALLY

Al right, turning right!

MAX
Sally, that's not-- never m nd.

Sally turns the car at a wi de angle, going over the curb and
t hen back onto the road.

SALLY
Good thing we got those bunpers fixed.

AUTUWN
Sally, can we just go hone? | think
t hat Max knows what you're doing.

Sally goes white as a ghost. She | ooks over to Max, who is
gi ving a deadpan expression back towards her.

SALLY
G own-ups, huh? They al ways the
silliest--



MAX
Sally, you do this every year

SALLY
| do a lot of things every yere. You
have to be nore specific.

MAX
Stop pl ayi ng stupid.

SALLY
I"'mnot famliar with that gane.

MAX
So, you're telling nme that you didn't
drive us all around town for three
hours so your friends could set up a
surprise party?

The canera shows Sally through the rearview mrror. She has
becanme defl ated. She | ooks over to Robert. He can do not hing
el se, but showcase an expression of synpathy.

SALLY
Uh... not exactly?

Sally gives her best nervous grin right at Max. Max returns a
deadpan expressi on.

SALLY
| got your friends to help too.

MAX
| don't have any friends, Sally.

SALLY
Sure you do! Anna and Neven hel ped ne
plan this, and Shelly was a big help
setting everything up-

MAX
Those are ny enpl oyees. Like | said, |
don't have any friends.

As Max talks, Sally just rolls her eyes and makes nocki ng
notions as Max falters into his own sadness.

ROBERT
You know, Max, you really should have
sonme fun. It is your birthday after
all. And you know what happens to



peopl e who don't have fun on their
bi rt hdays?

MAX
VWhat ?

ROBERT
They end up |ike Autumm.

Aut umm | ooks annoyed.

AUTUWN
| heard that, Robert!

ROBERT

(si ng-songy)
| kno- ow

Max just | ooks outside the car in annoyance.

Cut to the car pulling up to the Dunn House's driveway. The
canera holds on the house overall to allow the audience to
breathe it in, focusing on many of the party-thened
decorations that are scattered about - ball oons hangi ng on
the mai |l box, a banner across the garage, the bounce house on
the | awn, etc.

Cut to Sally outside the car, stanping her foot down.

SALLY
Oh conme on! We've been gone for three
hours and the outside | ooks exactly
the sane as before they started!

MAX
Yup, sounds exactly |ike ny enpl oyees.
Can't do anything w thout -

Harper Clenentine, a girl with a curly orange hair under a
green beret rushes up. She has a notepad by her side and a
m crophone in her hands. She also has a gap in her teeth, so
she speaks with a slight |isp. She puts the m crophone in
Max's face.

HARPER
Har per C enentine here, reporting with
the Sumrerway News Network! Can | get
a scoop?

Max is taken aback. He pulls the collar of his shirt.



MAX
| don't think that nmy birthday is what
|"d call newsworthy.

Beat .

HARPER
No, I'mtalkin'" bout the ice cream
Sally said you' d have chocol ate chip
cooki e dough!

Sally whispers in Harper's ear. They do it in plain view of
Max. The canera sits behind Sally and Harper and showcase
Max' s increasingly annoyed expressions.

SALLY
(whi spering)
It's supposed to be a surprise. Max
isn't supposed to know about it.

HARPER
(whi spers | ouder)
Ch, | didn't know. Sorry.

As Sally speaks, she starts froma simlar whisper, but she
grows | ouder and |ouder wth each word until she's at a
shout .

SALLY
But yeah! W can getcha a scoop. O
two! O twenty-seven! O a hundred!
And a mle of cake too!

MAX
(angrily)
Sally, I told you that | didn't want
to have a birthday party!

SALLY
Well, just cuz you' re not gonna enjoy
it doesn't nean one else can. |
invited a |lotta peopl e.

Cut to a very small boy in a conbat hel met marchi ng past
Autumm. This is Avery. Autumm | ooks very frightened at this
small child, and attenpts to stay out of his way.

AVERY
Move outta the way, Autumm!



AUTUWN
Yes, of course M. Avery.

AVERY

Goodi e. Make sure yer ready for a
super special obstacle course on

Monday!

Aut umm pani ckedly rushes over to Sally.

AUTUWN

Unh... Sally? Way did you invite our
gym teacher to Max's birthday?

SALLY

He |ives on our street doesn't he?

AUTUWN

Well, who else did you invite?

SALLY

Oh just a few. .. hundred kids.

Robert wal ks by.

ROBERT

Don't you think that that's just the

tiniest bit excessive?

SALLY

Well, nost of "emdidn't show up

anyway.

Aut umm qui ckly ducks back as she is
little girl pulling along her ol der

brot her | ooks bored out of his m nd.

Cerra respectively.

AUTUWN
Who exactly?

SALLY
Well, there was the prince
princess.

MAX

nearly run over by a
brot her. The ol der
These are Stella and

and

Yeah, | wonder why they didn't show

up.
SALLY

And there was a super awesone kid who



called to gimre a Cribabean crui se!
Max facepal ns.

MAX
Sally, that was a tel emarketer.

SALLY
And of course, Ryker.

MAX
Sally, I told you to stop bothering
t he nei ghbor s-

There's a tap on Sally's shoul der. She turns around to find
Ryker standing there, |ooking down at her angrily.

RYKER
You left this in ny mail box.

Ryker stonps on Sally's foot, causing her nouth to open up.
Ryker stuffs the crunpled up invitation into Sally's nouth
and closes it. Then Ryker wal ks off.

SALLY
(Tries to talk with a full nouth.)

MAX
If you need ne, I'mgoing to be in ny
room |'I|l be there until the party is

over.

Max opens up the door into the Dunn's living room It is
scattered with nost of the child cast, including Sally's
friends - Molly and April. As well as the Lenpbnade Enpl oyees -
Niall, Steve, Shelly, Anna, and Neven. On top of the norma
decor, party decal is placed everywhere. A banner on the back
wal | says "HAPPY BI RTHDAY MAX'. There's a pile of presents
stacked on the nmerry-go-round coffee table. Streaners and
confetti are everywhere. A nulti-layered cake sits on the
gr ound.

CROND
Sur pri se!

Max only barely turns to the party. He turns back away from
it and wal ks up the stairs. The stairs light up and play a
tone as he does so. This |eaves the rest of the cast feeling
awkward and sad. Sally, Robert, and Autumm wal k into the
room



NI ALL
s it sonething that we did?

AUTUWN
You know t hat bedroom i dea sounds |ike
a particularly attractive one. | think
that 1'll head up to m ne.

SALLY

Ch no you don't. You know as well as |
do that grown-ups need at | east seven
hours of fun a day, and a birthday
party is a perfect place to get sone!

AUTUWN
But | have honework to do. That's
enough fun to last an entire week.

Sally folds her arns and | ooks straight at Autumm.

SALLY
You aren't gonna do your homework, are
you?

AUTUW

O course | am You know. ..
eventual |l y.

Start starts to get angry.

SALLY
Wel| yeah, you WLL have to do it
"eventual | y* because you're gonna be
spendi ng the evening at this party. A
lotta kids worked really hard on it.

Autumm tries to go and sit quietly in the corner. Another one
of the neighbors, Riley shows up.

Rl LEY
Hey, do you wanna play pin the tail on
t he donkey?

Autumm | ooks over to Sally, who is still watching the entire
party. Autumm rolls her eyes.

AUTUW
Sure, why not.

RI LEY
Awesone, |'Il get the roller skates.



AUTUWN
Rol | er skates? VWatever for?

Rl LEY
Just using a boring old blindfold is
easy. We gotta make this chall enge
extrene!

Cut to April walking up to Sally. She puts her arm around
Sal | y's shoul der.

APRI L
Dear, it's okay. It was no trouble at
all making this party. You don't need
to take it out on your parents.

St eve wakes up from sl eeping on the fl oor.

STEVE
Speak for yourself.

SHELLY
You're one ta tal k! You' ve been asl eep
the entire tine!

STEVE
Whi ch took a LOT of work with all your
noi se, thank you.

ANNA
It's a real shane that all the effort
went into such a horrible horrible, |
guess. Are you gonna want us to take
it down? What are you gonna do with
the cake, cuz there's a lot of it. You
shoul d probably eat it before it goes
bad-

NEVEN
Anna, you're ranbling again.

Sally sits down on the couch. April and Mdlly join her.

MOLLY
Yeah, | guess we didn't do too hot on
this one. W'll have ta nake it up to

ya sonehow.

SALLY
No, the party's great. It's... it's
the best |'ve seen in nonths!



Sally is interrupted by the sound of hoof beats.

Gundr ops,

Sally hol

APRI L
Then what is it, Sally?

SALLY
It's sonething that | shoul da known.
Max doesn't like ny birthday parties.
He never has.

MOLLY
That sounds like a fib to ne. Yeah
throw "emall the tine! He's gotta
like at least a few of 'em

SALLY
Not any of the birthday parti es,
Mol ly. At |east none of them since |
was really little.

In cone

11.

the famly's pet pony. As soon as Sally sees him
she brightens up

SALLY
Gundr ops! There you are!

ds her arms out w de. Gundrops starts gall oping

towards her; however he ends up tripping, tunbling over and

crashi ng

into Shelly. As she falls over, Sally,

Mol |y gasp, horrified.

Shel ly si

APRI L
My word! Are you quite alright?

ts up and shakes her head wildly.

SHELLY
Onh yeah, I'mfine. Wiy do you ask?

Shel ly spits out a tooth.

SHELLY
Oh hey! Lost anot her one! Wiy does
t hat keep happenin'?

APRI L
Are you... quite sure? It |ooks as if
you had quite the blum sh

SHELLY
What about it? | get worse knocks al
the tinme. | got a tougher one at ny

and
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| ast football gane. Conbat yo-yos
hurt!

Shelly points to a band-aid on her arm

MOLLY
Conmbat yo-yo!? Are you sure that yer
okay?

ANNA

Ch don't worry about it. Lil' Shelly's
al ways taking little knocks and

brui ses. Like this one tine, nme and
her had stacked up all of the tables
at Lenpnade Land and we were gonna use
a frying pan to sled down it and right
out the door, and--

APRI L
| just SINGE thinking about it. Please
spare nme the details.

Sally looks to Gundrops, and brushes his mane affectionately.

SALLY
You're okay too, aren't you?

Gunmdrops licks Sally affectionately.

SALLY
Oh yes you are. Yes you are! Good boy!

Sal |y goes back to appearing sad.

APRI L
What's wrong?

SALLY
April, Max got ne Gundrops for ny | ast
bi rt hday. W | ooked at ponies all day.
| got to ride so many of them and we
didn't | eave the deal ership until
had found the perfect one!

Sally | ooks around and sees nost of the crowd staring back at
her .

SALLY
| just wish that |I got this right. Now
| don't know what to do.
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STEVE
(sarcastically)
Maybe you shoul d just keep trying
until you get it right.

Beat .
SALLY
Hey, that's not a bad idea!
MOLLY
|"mpretty sure that he was bein
sarcastic.
SALLY
Sarcasmis usually where the best
i deas are. | gotta plan, but |I'm going

to need sone hel p.

APRI L
| suppose it would get nme out of the
house for anot her day.

MOLLY
Wiy does no one ever listen ta nme?

A crash is heard. Autumm has crashed into a wall and fallen
over in her attenpted to pin a tail on the donkey. Robert is
in the background, giggling as he eats sone cake. Riley pins
the tail on Autumm.

Rl LEY
Awesone! | w n!

Cut to an establishing shot of the Dunn House on an early
norni ng, sunrise. Cut to Max's bedroom Max is sleeping in
his bed. We cut to Max's first person view H s eyes blink
open. The first time, he sees his normal room The second
time he does, Sally is in plain view, wearing a pol ka-dotted
party hat. She has a noi semaker in her nmouth. Cut to third-
person as she bl ows her noi semaker, shocking Max off of his
bed.

SALLY
Happy birthday! Gotcha this tine!

MAX
(angrily)
Sally, my birthday was yesterday! You
wer e there!
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Sally gives an oblivious smle.

SALLY
| have no idea what you're talking
about .

MAX
You pl anned the party!

SALLY
| may have planned a certain party for
a certain person, but all | renmenber

is that that certain person didn't
even bother to show up.

Max gets back into his bed. He puts his pillow over his head
in order to silence Sally.

MAX
So, that's what this about revenge?
It's bad enough that | need to deal
with one birthday a year. | don't need
to deal with two.

SALLY
Max, | know I screwed up your party.
But |1'm gonna prom se you that today's
gonna be the best... no! The BESTEST
bi rt hday that anyone's ever had in

hi st ory!
MAX
Sally, you don't understand-
SALLY
No, | think that | do. | just didn't

do a good enough job yesterday. So,
gotta do better today.

MAX
That isn't it--

SALLY
And what would a birthday be w thout a
breakfast in bed? A pretty terrible
birthday if you ask ne!

Sally rings a bell. Robert enters, holding a classic dish
plate with a cover



ROBERT

Sally, you know t hat your nother and |

have to get ready for school

SALLY
This won't take long at all! |
prom se!

ROBERT
Vell. ..

SALLY

Pl eeeeeeeeeeeeease!
Sally gives Robert puppy-dog eyes.

ROBERT
How could | say no to that?

SALLY
Goodi el

Sally places the plate in front of Max.

SALLY

Extra cheese, no pickles, and just the
tiniest dab of nmustard in the m ddle.

Wth a doubl e-order of fries!
(si ng-song)
They're still warm

MAX

Sally, 1 know that you're trying,

Max | ooks to Sally. She has a smle filled with hope
i nnocence. Max doesn't have the heart to break hers.

15.

and
He t akes

a bite out of the burger. His face brightens up when he does.

SALLY
Yes! 1t's worKking!

MAX
If it'll get you to just |eave ne
al one. . .

SALLY

| magi ne how good the second course is

gonna be!

Max swal | ows har d.
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MAX
Second cour se?

Aut umm cones into the room hol ding another covered platter.
Sally opens it, revealing a pizza.

SALLY
It's a pizza, conplete with nushroons,
pepperoni, sausage and the teeniest
sprinkling of Parmesan cheese.

Max | ooks unnerved by all of the food in front of him

AUTUWN
Sally, don't you think that this m ght
be a bit nuch?

SALLY
| hope not. | still gotta bring out
dessert!

MAX
Dessert! ?

SALLY
See, he's excited!

AUTUWN
| don't think that's what he--

Gundrops enters the room balancing a covered plate on his
head. Sally opens it to reveal:

SALLY
Tripl e chocol ate chip browni e cake
with nolten hot fudge, topped with
whi pped cream and a cherry. Ch, and
did I nention chocol at e?

Sally places a fork in Max's hand. Max is still staring
dunbf ounded at all of the food. Sally makes a notion as if
she was telling Max a secret.

SALLY
And feel free to start with the
dessert. It's your birthday. No one's
gonna m nd!

MAX
Sally, 1--
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Max is interrupted by the sound of an ice creamtruck jingle.
Sally |l ooks out Max's wi ndow to see that a caterpillar-shaped
vehicle has arrived near their house by a bus stop, with
several other adults gathered around.

SALLY
Robbi e! Autum! Bus!

ROBERT
But | still have to get dressed for
school

AUTUW

Don't worry about it. Any outfit you
wear is going to be covered by nud,
slinme, paint or all three by the end
of the day.

Autumm drags Robert out of the room Sally's cell phone rings.
Max starts eating the | ava cake in the background.

APRIL (V.O)
So, do tell. Howdid it go?
SALLY
(whi ni ng)

| told you to use the wal ki e-tal ki es!

APRIL (V.Q)
But dear, we have cel |l phones.

SALLY
But wal ki e-tal ki es are cool er!

APRIL (V.QO)
(sigh) Very well.

There's a buzz by Sally's side. It's a wal ki e-tal ki e shaki ng.
Sally picks it up and answers it.

APRIL (V.Q)
(annoyed)
So, do tell. How did it go?

Sally whispers into the wal kie-tal kie. Max remains di stracted
by his food.

SALLY
Phase one is a super success! | have
no i dea how you got the Silly Burger
right. | swear, that place could be
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run by GROMN- UPS and they'd get their
orders right nore often

APRIL (V.O)
Apparely, your brother's enployees do
have hi dden tal ents.

Cut to Niall in a car, at the Silly Burger drive thru. He
makes over-the-top notions as he speaks.

NI ALL
They' re wat ching us. Al ways.

FAST FOOD WORKER (V. Q.)
And who would that be this tine?

NI ALL
The turbo aliens! They're doing it
t hrough their crystal ball energy
devices. This is why you need to get
this order right. They're really,
really allergic to cheese. O was it
pi ckl es? | don't renenber.

Cut to inside the Silly Burger kitchen. The kid on the
intercomdoesn't seemvery inpressed, but the kids nmaking the
food are noticeably frightened. They're running around with

i ngredi ents and boxes. Two of them even collide with each

ot her.

FAST FOOD WORKER
And how exactly do you know t hat ?

NIALL (V. Q)
It's not inportant how | know what |
know. Just that | know what | know,
you know? And what | know is that if
one of these guys eats onions, or
whatever | said the first tine, the
whol e alien species gets crazy and
they just start eating people!

Cut to Niall in the drive thru. He's reading froma comc
book - Space Man from Quter Space.

NI ALL
Especially fast food workers that
screw up their orders.

Cut back to Max's bedroom Max is sitting on his bed, al nost
passed out fromall of the food, surrounded by his garbage.
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Sally is talking on the wal ki e-tal ki e.

SALLY
CGet ready for phase 2.

APRI L
Confirmati ve.

Sally rushes over to Max's bed. She grabs Max by his arm and
pulls himout of his bed, causing himto crash on the fl oor.

SALLY
Conme on Max, your birthday bash is
just getting started!

MAX
(groans)

Cut to Sally and Max wal king down the stairs into the Living
Room Max has his hand on his stomach, indicating that he has
eaten far too nuch. The floor is overloaded with presents to
the point that the door is conpletely bl ocked off.

SALLY
CGotta open your presents now. There's
no way out unless you do!

MAX
"Il just use the back then.

Max tries to open the backdoor, but it wll not budge. Pan
transition to the outside. Neven is | eaning agai nst the door.
Anna stands by ranbling on and on.

ANNA
This rem nds ne of that one tinme we
were helping Sally throw Max an extra
birthday party because his first one
didn't go so well, and so we planned a
new one the next day and had to bl ock
the door to stop Max fromgetting out

t he back- -

NEVEN
Anna, that's what what we're doing
now.

ANNA

Nah, I"'mpretty sure we did this
bef ore.
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NEVEN
Can sonet hing pl ease just knock nme out
ri ght now?

A UFO throwi ng disc toy conmes fromoff-screen and hits Neven
in the head, knocking himover.

RYKER (V. Q)
| told you Dunns to keep your toys out
of ny yard!

Neven picks up the toy.

NEVEN
VWhat's this?

ANNA
Pony.

NEVEN

It is nost certainly not a--

Gundr ops runs on screen, tranpling Neven in order to grab the
UFO t hrow ng di sc.

NEVEN
Pony. ..

Gundr ops drops the UFO toy onto Neven's face, and begins
wagging his tail, as if he wants to play fetch.

Cut to the Dunn's living room Max wal ks towards his
presents.

MAX
You know, | could just nove the boxes
out of the way, right?

Max tries to |ift one of the boxes, but he can't get it to
budge. Cut to Sally, holding a bucket of glue and a
pai nt brush

SALLY
Nope (snickers). | glued the boxes to
the floor. The only way out is to open
t hem

MAX

But how are we supposed to get the
wr appi ng paper off of the floor?
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SALLY
Oh you just |eave that to ne.

Sally pulls herself away and pulls out the wal ki e-tal ki e.

SALLY
(whi speri ng)
Un.. April? How am | supposed to get
t he wrappi ng paper off of the floor?

Max opens a present, and he pulls out a Captain Commando
com c book.

SALLY
Do you like it?
MAX
Sally, 1 haven't been into Captain

Conmmando since | was nine.

SALLY
(under her breath)
VWll, maybe if you opened it back when
| got it for you...

Max opens up another present, and it's a Turbo Kart gane
package.

SALLY
VWhat about that?

MAX

Sally, | already own a copy of Turbo
Kart.

SALLY
(groans)

Sally returns to using the wal ki e-talkie.

SALLY
Phase two ain't goin' so well. | told
you we shoul da got him new presents.

APRI L
Just nove onto phase three. That's
sure to strike him

Sally grabs Max by the arm
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SALLY
Al right grunpy pants. There's no way
that you'll hate the next thing on ny
list.

MAX
Let's just get this over wth.

SALLY
First you gotta put this on.

Sally holds out a blindfold.

MAX
You' re j oki ng.
SALLY
| still got the glue...

Max rolls his eyes and puts the blindfold on.

MAX
You know that | have to get to work,
right?

SALLY

Don't worry about it. Shelly said that
she' d have everything covered.

MAX
Wait, SHELLY? She's only been working
there for three nonths!

SALLY
Ch, that's practically forever. She'l
be fine.

Sally pushes Max out the front door.

Cut to Shelly at Lenpnade. She has a crayon and a piece of
paper. She cones to wait at a table with two fancily-dressed
kids - Tiana and Franklin sitting there. A couple of kids are
playing a trading card gane in the background.

SHELLY
Wel come to Lenpnade Land. What can
getcha? I'min charge today.

TI ANA
Lenme guess, your drinks cone in
Si ppi e cups?
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Ti ana and Franklin | augh.

SHELLY
"1l have you know t hat we serve
nothin' less than crazy straws here.

FRANKLI N
| guess we'll just have a couple of
| enronades t hen.

SHELLY
Com n' right up

Shelly wites sonething dowmm with the crayon. Reverse shot to
show that it's just nonsensical scribbles. Shelly runs al ong.
She trips over her apron and causes her to tunble and crash

into the table of the kids playing the card gane, breaking
it.

TI ANA
|'d cone here nore often if | knew the
show was this good.

SHELLY
(dazed)
What can | get you two?

RESTAURANT KI D #1
| think we'll just pay our bill.

They hand Shelly their playing cards and they wal k of f.

Cut to Max, Sally, and Steve in a beat-up old car. Steve is
driving. Sally is in the passenger side seat, eagerly |ooking
back and forth fromthe road to Max. Max is in the back seat.

MAX
Can | take the blindfold off now?

SALLY
Not yet. Hey! No peeking!

Cut to themarriving at the anusenment park Wacky World. Sally
whi spers in Steve's ear.

SALLY
(whi spers)
" mgoing to buy our tickets. You know
what to do.

Cut to Steve guiding Max into the line of a huge roller
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coaster. He starts whistling as he joins up with Sally. Sally
is watching the roller coaster, junping up and down as she
hol ds onto the rail.

SALLY
He's al nost on! He's al nost on!

STEVE
| " m surprised Max woul d want to go on
this thing.

SALLY
Way? This is his favorite roller
coaster.

STEVE

That's odd. He's been afraid of going
upsi de down ever since ny invention
held himby the toes for five hours.

SALLY
Wait, what?

AMUSEMENT PARK WORKER (V. Q)
Al right, next on!

Cut to Max being guided onto the roller coaster. The bars end
up com ng down.

MAX
Sally? Sally, where are you? |I'm
taking this blindfold off right now

Max takes off the blindfold. He i nmediately sees exactly
where he is. The canera jolts really close to him

MAX
Well, that just-

The roller coaster is launched forward at blistering speeds.
Cut to Sally and Steve standi ng on the pavenent down bel ow,
wat ching the coaster go. Sally is |ooking on, her eye
twtching. Screanms, Max's audi bly anmong them can be heard
com ng fromthe coaster

SALLY
| am so dead. | am so dead. | am so
dead.

STEVE

|"ve got an invention that m ght be
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able to help you with that.
Sally slowy, angrily turns towards Steve.

STEVE
Unh... look at the bright side. At
| east he didn't eat nothing too greasy
or anything like that.

Sal |l y's expression becomes wought with fear.

SALLY
| am doubl e dead.
(shouti ng)
VWHY DIDN' T YOU TELL ME HE DIDN T LI KE
GO NG UPSI DE DOWN! ?

STEVE
Thought you knew. He is your brother
after all.

SALLY

YQOU drove us herel

STEVE
And for that, you are wel cone.

Steve takes a small bow. Sally |ooks to the roller coaster.
SALLY

What am | gonna do, what am | gonna
do, what am | gonna do!?

STEVE
| dunno... try again?
SALLY
(sarcastic)
Yeah, that's just what 1'Il do. I'Il

keep trying again and again to give
Max the perfect birthday until--

Beat .

SALLY
That's it!

Sally runs off in excitenent.

STEVE
Steve old boy, how do you conme up with
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SO many awesone i deas?
A famly of four wal ks by Steve.

FAM LY KID #1
Li ke standi ng under the biggest
coaster in the park?

STEVE
Yeah, |ike standi ng under the--

Steve turns to the famly. They're wearing raincoats and have
unbrellas open. Famly Kid #2 giggles.

FAM LY KID #1
Hope no one on the coaster ate
anyt hi ng greasy.

Steve | ooks incredibly nervous as we cut to bl ack.
Cut to Max's Bedroom Max is sleeping in his bed. Sally,

wearing a different colored party hat. Sally bl ows her
noi semaker. This tinme Max only barely noves.

SALLY
Happy birthday Max!
MAX
How many tinmes does this make?
SALLY
Uh... twelve. But | promise that this

one is gonna be the one!
Max clinbs out of his bed.

MAX
That's what you said yesterday... and
t he day before that, and--

SALLY
This time it's gonna work! | got front
row seats to the chanpionship Pillow

Fi ght!

Cut to the Summerway Pillow Fighting. Two kids are in what
appears to be a westling arena, both wearing pajamas. One of
them has a red pillow and one of themhas a blue pillow They
bot h knock each ot her around.

Cut to two announcers - Harper, and a girl with a deadpan
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| ook on her face. This is Violet. Violet only ever speaks in
a deadpan voi ce.

HARPER
And wel cone to the Sunmerway
Chanpi onship Pillow Fight! | for one
couldn't be nore excited! Wat about
you?

VI CLET
| amexcited, as you can tell by the
sound of ny voi ce.

HARPER
You're... not really into this are
you?

VI CLET

| don't know what you're talking
about. It's been ny lifelong dreamto
see ki ds whacki ng each other with
pillows.

HARPER
How did you even get this job?

VI OLET
Nepoti sm

We cut to Robert, Sally, Autum and Max sitting and watching
t he show. Robert appears to be very into the ganme and shows
excitenment. Autumm | ooks |ike she'd rather be anywhere el se.

MAX
| guess this isn't so bad.

ROBERT
Looks li ke you got one right, Sally.

Sally has a bright smle.

SALLY
| knew that this one woul d work! Happy
bi rt hday Max!

The words "Happy birthday Max" echo around the arena. The
lights turn off, and then they a spotlight casts itself over
Max. Max | ooks around nervously. Harper wal ks up to Max and
puts her m crophone in his face.

HARPER
Do | hear that soneone's having a



bi rt hday?
MAX

N- no!
HARPER

Ah... soneone's a little shy!
MAX

Wait a mnute, YOU were at ny party!
You know it's not ny birthday!

HARPER
| think sonmeone just doesn't want to
get in the ring.

MAX
Get in the ring?

HARPER
Excel l ent idea! This birthday boy is
gonna have a once in a lifetine
opportunity!

SALLY
| don't think that's a good--

HARPER
' m gonna need sone help here!l W
gotta spoil sport!

The crowd starts chanting "spoilsport”. Violet enters the
scene.

VI OLET
|s there a problem here?

HARPER
The birthday boy doesn't wanna get in
the ring.

VI OLET
Never been professional pillow
fighting before?

MAX
No, and |'d rather not.

VI CLET
Sorry sir, but this is an upper class
est abl i shnent and we have a code of

28.
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behavi or. Pl ease have a sense of
hunor .

Har per and Violet push Max into the ring. W focus on the
Sally, Robert, and Autumm's expressions as they cringe over
what happens.

HARPER
Three! Two! One! And the birthday boy
tries running around the room but
he's just too slow And he's dropped
his pillow And now he's getting
creaned! It's like he's never had a
pillow fight in his life!

Cut to Max exiting the ring. He's covered in feathers and
made up to | ook |ike a chicken.

SALLY
(nervously)
Better luck... tonmorrow, right?
MAX
Sally, | don't want to hear it. |
don't want a birthday party. Ever

agai n!

Cut to Sally sadly |ooking at the canera. The camera pans
back to show that Sally and Molly are at Mermai d's Beauty
Salon. Their hair is currently in a nmechanismthat |ooks |ike
an eggbeater, with spinning cylinders.

MOLLY
You | ook like yeah gotta bunch of
buzzards in yer britches. | thought

bringin' yeah here would cheer ya up.

SALLY
No matter what | do, Max just can't
seemto have a good birt hday.

MOLLY
Wasn't his birthday like... tw weeks
ago or somethin'?

SALLY
| thought he'd have | oved the
aquariunl Wiat kinda kid doesn't I|ike
riding on dol phins or going scuba
diving with octopi?
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MOLLY
That sounds |i ke sonmething yeah |ike
nore than he does.

SALLY
Yeah well, the roller coaster was
sonethin' that we both |iked! O..
used to. Laser tag, bungee junping,
pillow fighting! He didn't |ike any of

‘em
MOLLY
Shoul dn't yeah know what yer brother
i kes?
SALLY
| do, or... | thought | did..
MOLLY

It's soundin' to ne that this is nore
about you throwing a good party than
yer brother havin' a good birthday.

SALLY
Yeah... that sounds kinda... right.

MOLLY
Wiy don't you try askin' himwhat he
wants fer a change?

The hairdresser, Conet, wal ks up.

COVET
And you two are done.

Sally and Molly's hair are pulled out of the machine. Their
hairstyles are in all sorts of randomstyles with random dyes
in random sections. Pigtails and ponytails and braids all go
in randomdirections. The two girls stare at each other for a
beat. Then they | augh.

Cut to Sally slanmm ng open the door to Max's bedroom Sally

is determ ned. She has her hands on her hips. Max is sitting
at his desk, reading the Captain Commando com c. He doesn't

even turn towards Sally.

MAX
Sally, we've been over this. Please
knock before barging into my room

SALLY
Oh sorry.



Sally pulls the door closed. She knocks on it, and then
barges in again.

Max gets

MAX
(deadpan)
Hello Sally, why don't you cone in.

SALLY
You' re gonna have a great birthday if
it takes ne all year to get this
right!

MAX
Not this again.

up and he starts wal king off.
SALLY

Don't worry, it'll be whatever you
choose to do.

Max stands in front of Sally, |ooking down at her.

MAX
Hm .. what do | choose to do? Ch |
know. Forget that ny birthday exists.

SALLY
But why? Your birthday is supposed to
be the awesonest day of the year!

MAX
Not for sone Kkids.
SALLY
What' s that supposed to nean?
MAX
Sally, howold am1?
SALLY
What ?
MAX
How old am1?
SALLY
Twel ve?
MAX

That's right. Next year |'mturning..

31.
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SALLY
Thirteen?
MAX
Yeah, 1'll be a teenager.
SALLY
So what ?
MAX
Before you knowit... I'll be a grown-
up.

Max | ooks out his wi ndow. W see the Robert and Autumm
exiting the bus. They are both covered in sline, nud, and
paint. Sally thinks for a nmonment and then she starts

| aughi ng.

MAX
What, what's so funny?

SALLY
That's what's got worked up? As far as
| can see it, you're already a grown-

up.
Sally sticks out her tongue.

MAX
What ?

SALLY
What ki nda kid doesn't crack a smle
when he sees a living roomfilled with
presents? You ate your weight in fast
food, rode the biggest, bested coaster
in the park, got into a pillow fight
and noped all the way through. Sounds
i ke what a grown-up woul d do.

MAX
You' re very funny.

SALLY
Nope, |I'm serious. Maybe | shoul d pack
your lunch for school tonorrow. You
did do your honework, right Max?
(si ng-songy)
| wouldn't want to have to ground you
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MAX
Take that back

SALLY
MVake mel!

Sally bl ows Max a raspberry, and then Sally rushes out of
Max's Bedroominto the hallway. Sally takes the slide down
and Max follows suit.

Cut to Robert and Autumm opening the door into the |iving
room Sally is hanging onto the nonkey bars, with MAX chasing
her down.

MAX
" m gonna get you
SALLY
|'"d like to see you try... old man!

Max grabs at Sally, but she drops into the ball pit down
bel ow.

AUTUWN
Well, they're at it again.

ROBERT
What' s going on here?

MAX
Sally keeps calling ne a grown-up!

Max drops down.

AUTUW

VWat's wong with being a grown-up?
MAX

Well... ook at you.

Autumm sits down on the couch

AUTUWN

What about ne?
MAX

You're all covered in paint.
AUTUWN

Oh, | wasn't aware that you didn't

i ke paintball fights.



Autumm and Robert give each other a synpathetic | ook.

Robert si

Max thinks for a nonent.

bal

pit,

MAX
| do... it's just...
SALLY
Paintball! | knew | m ssed sonet hi ng!

ROBERT
W' ve been worried about you Max. This
isn't like you

MAX
... don't want to grow up. | want to
run my store... hang with ny
enpl oyees.

SALLY
Forever and ever, for all eternity.
Wth Steve hol ding you upsi de down for
five hours, or Anna going on and on
about the | ettuce she got stuck in her
teeth the ot her day.

AUTUWN
| still hang out with the friends |
had as a kid. | even narri ed one of

t hem
ts down next to Autumm.

MAX
| can't not think about the future.

ROBERT
You can't not think about the present
ei t her.

| aughi ng.
MAX
Ww. |'ve been wasting so nuch tine
being mserable. | could have had a

really great time, but | blewit
acting like the boring old grown-up
didn't want to be.

SALLY
Funny, huh?

34.

Then he falls backwards into the
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MAX
Not as funny as what's going to happen
when | get you

SALLY
l"d like to see you try!

Sally gets up and Max chases her up the stairs. Cut to Robert
and Autum on the couch.

ROBERT
Ki ds, huh?

AUTUWN
VWhat a world they' ve created.



